Excerpt from P.L. 106-568 (H.R. 5528), the Omnibus Indian 
Advancement Act, Title XIV— Graton Rancheria Restoration Act. 


SEC. 1407. INTERIM GOVERNMENT. 

Until the Tribe ratifies a final constitution consistent with section 1408, the Tribe's governing 
body shall be an Interim Tribal Council. The initial membership of the Interim Tribal Council 
shall consist of the members serving on the date of the enactment of this Act, who have been 
elected under the tribal constitution adopted May 3, 1997. The Interim Tribal Council shall 
continue to operate in the manner prescribed under such tribal constitution. Any vacancy on the 
Interim Tribal Council shall be filled by individuals who meet the membership criteria set forth 
in section 1406(b) and who are elected in the same manner as are Tribal Council members 
under the tribal constitution adopted May 3, 1997. 

SEC 1408. TRIBAL CONSTITUTION. 

(a) ELECTION; TIME; PROCEDURE- After the Compilation of the tribal membership roll 
under section 1406(a), upon the written request of the Interim Tribal Council, the Secretary 
shall conduct, by secret ballot, an election for the purpose of ratifying a final constitution for 
the Tribe. The election shall be held consistent with sections 16(c)(1) and 16(c)(2)(A) of the 
Act of June 18, 1934 (commonly known as the Indian Reorganization Act; 25 U.S.C. 476(c)(1) 
and 476(c)(2)(A), respectively). Absentee voting shall be permitted regardless of voter 
residence. 

(b) ELECTION OF TRIBAL OFFICIALS; PROCEDURES- Not later than 120 days after the 
Tribe ratifies a final constitution under subsection (a), the Secretary shall conduct an election 
by secret ballot for the purpose of electing tribal officials as provided in such tribal 
constitution. Such election shall be conducted consistent with the procedures specified in 
subsection (a) except to the extent that such procedures conflict with the tribal constitution. 
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CONSTITUTION 


of the 

FEDERATED INDIANS OF GRATON RANCHERIA 


PREAMBLE 

We, the Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria whose ancestral territories 
include Marin and Southern Sonoma Counties of California, adopt this Constitution 
to establish a Tribal government for the exercise of our inherent sovereign powers 
and privileges, and to preserve and maintain our unique native heritage. 


ARTICLE I: TERRITORY 

The territorial jurisdiction of the Tribe shall extend to all lands the Tribe 
possesses or acquires in the future and to Tribal resources located on the ancestral 
territory of the Tribe which includes Marin and Southern Sonoma Counties of 
California. 


ARTICLE II: MEMBERSHIP 
Section t , General Standards 

Tribal membership shall consist of the following: 

-■■■* (a) All persons who were identified as members of Tribal groups or Indian 
communities from Marin and Southern Sonoma Counties identified as the 
beneficiaries of the Graton Rancheria, and otherwise homeless Indians who were 
beneficiaries of the Graton Rancheria in any of the official or unofficial rolls of 
Indians prepared by the Bureau of Indian Affairs or official mission records; 

(b) All persons of Indian blood who resided on the Graton Rancheria at any 
time prior to the distribution of the assets of the Rancheria under the California 
Rancheria Act; 
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(c) Ali other persons who are direct lineal descendants of persons 
qualifying as members under subsections (a) or (b) and who have maintained Tribal 
relations with the Tribe, together with such other persons who apply for and are 
accepted into membership under the adoption provisions of a statute enacted under 
Section 3 of this Article. 

Section 2 . Dual Membership 

Any person who is officially enrolled with or has received an assignment or 
allotment of land on the Reservation of another federally recognized Tribe shall not 
be eligible for membership in the Tribe; provided that 

(a) interests in Tribally assigned or individually allotted land acquired by gift, 
devise or inheritance shall not be considered grounds for ineligibility; and 

(b) if a person who is officially enrolled with another federally-recognized 
Tribe executes a Notice of Intention to Relinquish Membership on a form approved 
by the Tribe, and is otherwise qualified for membership in the Tribe, he shall be 
deemedr-a member of the Tribe until such time as the Tribe is officially recognized 
by the United States government. Upon such recognition, such member shall not 
be officially enrolled with the Tribe until he has executed a written relinquishment 
of his membership in any other federally recognized Tribe. 

Section 3. Adoption Powers 

The General Council shall have the power to adopt statutes, consistent with 
this Constitution, governing future membership, loss of membership, adoption of 
members into the Tribe and the preparation and maintenance of a Tribal 
membership roll. 


ARTICLE III: GOVERNING BODY 
Section 1. Tribal Council 

The governing body of the Tribe shall be the Tribal Council, which shall 
consist of seven (7) Tribal members elected from the General Council. The Tribal 
Council shall consist of a Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, and three members, 
each elected under this Constitution. 
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Section 2. General Council 


The General Council shall consist of all members of the Tribe who are 
eighteen (18) years of age or older. The General Council shall exercise their powers 
through election of officers, referendum, initiative, amendment and such other 
powers this Constitution reserves to them. 


ARTICLE IV: ELECTIONS 

Section 1 . Initial Election 

The first election under this Constitution shall be held within one hundred 
eighty (180) days after the date on which this Constitution is adopted by the 
General Council. At that election, the Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary, and Treasurer 
shall be elected to two (2) year terms while the three (3) Council members shall be 
elected to one (1) year terms. Thereafter, all terms of office shall be for two (2) 
years and elections shall be held annually. 

Section 2. Voter And Tribal Council Eligibility 

Any member of the General Council shall be eligible to vote provided the 
member is registered to vote consistent with the Tribe's election statute. Any 
eligible voter of the Tribe who has not been convicted of a felony and who resides 
in California shall be eligible to hold Tribal Council office. 

Section 3. Secret Balloting 

Tribal Council elections shall be conducted by secret ballot. 

Section 4. , Nomination and Election Process 

The nomination and election process shall be specified in the election statute 
described in Section 5 of this Article. 

Section 5. Election Statute 

The General Council shall adopt an election statute proposed by an interim 
Election Board in consultation with the Tribal Council within four (4) months of 
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Constitutional ratification. The election statute shall create an Election Board 
composed of at least three General Council members who reside within California. 
No member of the Election Board shall be at the same time a member of the Tribal 
Council or a candidate for Tribal Council. Persons who are members of the Tribal 
Council at the time this Constitution is adopted and approved shall continue to serve 
on the Tribal Council until the regular annual elections for their respective offices. 
Elected members shall hold and remain in office until their successors are elected 
and installed. The Election Board shall supervise and conduct all Tribal elections 

The date, time, and place of the election and nomination meeting shall be 
specified in the election statute and shall include but not be limited to absentee 
ballots and election disputes. 

Section 6. Previous Legislation and Constitutional Standards 

All legislation ratified previous to the adoption of this Constitution shall 
continue to have the force of law unless the legislation is inconsistent with this 
Constitution. All elections, including the first election following ratification of this 
Constitution, shall be held under this Constitution and the applicable election 
statute. * J 


ARTICLE V: VACANCIES, REMOVAL AND RECALL 
Section 1. Vacancies And Removal 

If a member of the Tribal Council dies or resigns or is absent from four (4) 
consecutive regular Tribal Council meetings in any twelve (12) month period, or 
from two (2) consecutive General Council meetings, the Tribal Council shall declare 
the. position vacant. If a member of the Tribal Council shall be convicted by a court 
of competent jurisdiction of a felony or a crime involving dishonesty while in 
office, the Tribal Council shall remove the member and declare the position vacant. 
If a majority of the Tribal Council then in office determine that a member has 
abused the powers or privileges of his office, the Tribal Council will remove the 
member and declare the position vacant. The member so accused shall be given 
a fair and reasonable opportunity to be heard, at a duly noticed meeting of the 
Tribal Council, before the vote is taken. The member who is the subject of the vote 
shall be excluded from voting. The weight of the evidence must support the Tribal 
Council decision, if fewer than twelve (12) months remain of a vacated term of 
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office, the Tribal Council shall, by a majority vote, fill the vacancy by appointing an 
eligible voter from among the Tribe's membership to serve the remainder of the 
term. A special election shall be called to fii! vacated positions when more than 
twelve (12) months remain on an unexpired term. 

Section 2. Recall 

Upon receipt of a petition signed by at least forty percent (40%) of the 
registered voters of the Tribe setting forth specific reasons for recalling any member 
of the Tribal Council and demanding the recall of any member of the Tribal Council, 
the Election Board shall call a special election on the question of the recall within 
sixty (60) days from the date of the filing of the valid petition with the Board. The 
election shall be held in the manner prescribed in the Tribe's election statute 
adopted under this Constitution, The decision of a majority of the voters voting in 
the recall election shall be final, provided that at least sixty (60%) percent of the 
registered voters voted in the election. Should the Election Board rail to call an 
election within thirty days, the position shall be vacated and filled under Article V, 
Section 1. The Election Board may be removed by the General Council for failure 
to comply. with the provisions of this Constitution. If removal occurs, the General 
Council shall appoint new Election Board members to serve the remainder of the 
recalled Election Board members' terms. No recall election shall be held to recall 
any member of the Tribal Council on the same grounds or for the same reasons that 
were rejected by the voters within the twelve (12) month period preceding the 
submission of the recall petition. 


ARTICLE VI: POWERS AND DUTIES 
OF THE TRIBAL COUNCIL 

Section 1. Enumerated Powers 

The Tribal Council shall exercise the following powers and responsibilities to 
further the best interests of the Tribe subject only to those limitations imposed by 
this Constitution and applicable law: 

(a) To negotiate contracts, conclude agreements or consult with Federal, 
State, Local and Tribal governments, private entities and individuals on behalf of the 
Tribe. 
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(b) To promote the health, education and general welfare of the members 
of the Tribe and to administer charitable and such other services as may contribute 
to the social and economic advancement of the Tribe and its members. 

(c) To encourage and foster arts, crafts,' language, traditions and culture 
of the Tribe. 

(d) To promulgate and enforce resolutions and statutes providing for the 
manner of making, holding and revoking assignments of Tribal lands, providing for 
the levying of taxes and fees and the appropriation of available Tribal Tunas for 
public and other lawful purposes; providing for the licensing of business and other 
activities by any and all persons subject to the Tribe's jurisdiction; for the exclusion 
of persons from Tribal lands; and on such other subjects as the Tribe requires. 

(e) To borrow money and provide for the repayment thereof, manage 
Tribal economic affairs, create Tribally-owned and/or chartered corporations or other 
business entities and employ and discharge Tribal government employees. 

(f) To initiate, approve or reject any gift, donation, acquisition, devise, 
disposition, lease, encumbrance or condemnation of Tribal lands or property; to 
pledge newly-purchased land and water as security for loans on such lands; to 
manage, protect and preserve all lands, minerals, wildlife and other natural 
resources of the Tribe; and to initiate and administer land development projects for 
the Tribe on Tribal lands. Not with standing the foregoing, the Tribal Council, shall 
not have the power to sell of encumber Tribal lands or property where the sale or 
encumbrance is not for Tribal purposes. 

(g) To prevent the sale, disposition, lease or encumbrance of Tribal lands, 
interest in lands or other community assets for the Tribe except for Tribal purposes. 
Leases of Tribal lands, interests in Tribal lands or other community assets of the 
Tribe shall., not be approved for a period of more than five (5) years unless 
independently approved by a majority of the General Council eligible to vote. 

(h) To create and maintain a reasonable Tribal fund for administrative 
expenses of the Tribe and to provide for reimbursement of incurred expenses of 
Tribal Council members on official business. To administer any funds or property 
within the control of the Tribe for the benefit of the Tribe and its members, officers 
or employees; and to allocate Tribal funds as loans or grants and to transfer Tribal 
property and other assets to Tribal organizations for such use as the Tribal Council 
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may determine to be appropriate. 

(i) To choose and employ legal counsel and/or other consultants and to 
fix their fees. 

(j) To initiate such administrative proceedings or legal actions on behalf 
of the Tribe as may be necessary to further the interests of the Tribe and their 
members. 

(k) To form or join Tribal courts/consortia/Indian organizations for the 
purpose of exercising the Tribe's civil and criminal jurisdiction and protecting the 
rights and interests of- the Tribe and their members under the Indian Child Welfare 
Act. 25 U.S.C. Section 1901 seo . 

(l) To create and regulate subordinate Tribal government organizations; 
and to delegate to such organizations, or to any subordinate boards or officials of 
the Tribe any of the foregoing powers, reserving the right to review and rescind any 
action taken under such delegation. 

(m) To preserve, protect and uphold the Constitution of the Tribef 

(n) To preserve, protect and maintain Tribal ancestral burial grounds and 
cultural sites. 

Section 2. General Powers 

The Tribal Council shall have ail of the appropriate powers necessary to 
implement specific provisions of this Constitution and to effectively govern the 
affairs of, the Tribe. All other powers heretofore vested in the Tribe and not 
specifically referred to in this Constitution, including the waiver of the Tribe's 
sovereign immunity to unconsented suit, are reserved to the General Council, and 
may be exercised through initiative, referendum, recall or appropriate amendment 
to this Constitution. 
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ARTICLE VII: MEETINGS 


Section 1. Tribal Councii Meetings 

(a) Regular Meetings. Regular meetings of the Tribal Council shall be 
held each month at a place and time designated by the Tribal Council or at such 
other times as the Tribal Councii shall designate by resolution, provided, however, 
that once the Tribe acquires Tribal trust land and a building on the land suitable to 
hold Tribal Council meetings, all Tribal Council meetings shall be held on Tribai 
trust land. Within thirty (30) days from the ratification of this Constitution, the 
Tribal Councii shall enact an statute establishing rules of procedure for conducting 
Tribal Council meetings. The statute shall provide that all Tribal Council meetings 
shall be open to Tribal members except those agenda items that are designated by 
the Councii in the statute as being appropriate for executive session. The statute 
shall also specify when a Council member is disqualified from participating in or 
voting on issues because of a conflict of interest. 

(b) Special Meetings. Special meetings of the Tribal Council may be 
called by the Chair at his discretion, and shall be called by the Chair upon receipt 
of a petition signed by four (4) Tribal Council members, provided the reason for the 
meeting is stated. Upon refusal of the Chair to call a special meeting, the 
petitioners may proceed to call and conduct the special meeting provided that a 
quorum is present. Twenty-four (24) hours written or verbal notice shall be given 
of each special meeting. 

(c) Quorum. No Tribal business shall be transacted at any meeting of the 
Tribal Council unless a quorum is present. A quorum of the Tribal Council shall 
consist of four (4) members. 

(d) Order of Business. The order of business at special meetings shall be 
as stated in the notice or petition by which the special meeting is called. The order 
of business at regular meetings shall be as required in the statute enacted under 
Section 1(a) of this Article. 

Section 2. General Council Meetings 

(a) Regular Meetings. The General Council shall meet at least bimonthly 
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at a place designated by the Tribal Council upon seven (7) days written notice to 
all adult Tribal members. 

(b) Special Meetings. A special meeting of the General Council may be 
called by the Chair of the Tribal Council or shall be called by the Chair upon receipt 
of a valid petition signed by at least twenty-five percent (25%) of the registered 
voters of the Tribe, for the purpose of bringing special business or issues to the 
General Council for discussion or enactment. A special meeting may be held with 
at least seven (7) days written notice to all adult Tribal members, specifying the 
time and place and the reason for the meeting, provided that a quorum be- present. 
If, upon validation of the petition by the Tribal Secretary, the Chair does not call 
and give notice of the meeting within seven (7) days after validation, the next 
highest ranking officer shall exercise such authority, and upon failure of any of the 
Tribal Council to call and give notice of the special meeting of the Tribal Council, 
the petitioner shall call, give notice of, and conduct the special meeting. 

(c) Quorum. No business shall be transacted at any meeting of the 
General Council unless a quorum is present at the time the meeting is called to 
order, as determined by the Chair, A quorum of the General Council shall consist 
of thirty' (30) General Council members, provided that once a quorum- has been 
established the General Council can continue to transact business so long as at least 
twenty (20) of the members thereof are in attendance at the meeting. 


ARTICLE VIM: DUTIES OF OFFICERS 
Section 1. Tribal Chair 

The Chair shall preside at ail meetings of the Tribal Council and of the 
General Council. The Chair shall execute on behalf of the Tribe ail contracts, leases 
and other documents approved by the Tribal Council or the General Council. 

The Chair shall have general supervision of all other Tribal officers, employees 
and committees of the Tribe, and shall see that their duties are properly performed. 
Between sessions of the Tribal Council, the Chair shall be the official representative 
of the Tribe. 

The Chair shall prepare an agenda specifying items for discussion for each 
General Council meeting and shall post it at a minimum of three public places at 
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least thirty (30) days before the meeting. The items on the agenda shall include, 
but not be limited to: (1) The Tribe's financial status; (2)The number of Tribal 

members and any changes in membership since the last meeting; (3) All laws 
enacted by the Tribal Council since the last meeting; (4) The status of all Tribal land 
leases, including but not limited to the amount of any lease payments paid to the 
Tribal government for each lease. The posted agenda shall need only specify items 
for discussion. The Chair shall submit written reports covering these items at the 
General Council meeting. The Treasurer shall prepare the Tribe's financial status 
report for submission by the Chair. 

Section 2. Vice-Chair 

The Vice-Chair shall assist the Chair when called upon to do so. in the 
absence or incapacity of the Chair, the Vice-Chair shall preside over meetings of the 
Tribal Council or the General Council, and in that capacity shall be entitled to 
exercise all of the powers and be obligated to discharge all of the responsibilities 
of the Tribal Chair. The Vice-Chair shall be present at all meetings of the Tribal and 
General Council unless prevented from doing so by illness or circumstances beyond 
his control. 

The Vice-Chair shall be responsible for maintaining a current Tribal voting roll. 
Tribal voting rolls shall be provided to the Tribal Council Secretary for verification 
purposes related to elections, recalls, referenda, initiatives, and amendments 
consistent with the Constitution, and subsequent legislative enactments. 

Section 3. Secretary 

The Secretary shall: 

a. __ Cali the roll, handle ail official correspondence of the Tribal Council, 
keep. and certify the minutes of all regular and special meetings of the Tribal and 
General Councils, and keep and certify the amendments to this Constitution and 
enacted laws and resolutions; 

b. Be present at all meetings of the Tribal and General Councils unless 
prevented from doing so by illness or circumstances beyond his control; 

c. In the absence of the Chair and Vice-Chair, perform all duties and 
assume the responsibilities vested in the Chair and vote only under the 
circumstances the Chair is empowered to vote; 

d. Ensure that copies of all resolutions, laws, Council minutes, 
amendments to such documents, and proposed amendments to such are kept on 
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file in the Tribal office and in at least one safe and secure backup location. 
Section 4. Treasurer 

The Treasurer shall: 

a. Accept, keep and safeguard all funds under the exclusive control of the 
Tribe by depositing them in a bank insured by an agency of the federal government 
as directed by the Tribe. The Treasurer shall not pay or otherwise disburse any 
funds in the custody of the Tribal Council, or allow such funds to be disbursed, 
except under procedures for such actions that are properly authorized by the Tribal 
Council; 

b. Keep or cause to be kept an accurate record of such funds and shaii 
report on all receipts and expenditures and the amount and nature of all funds in 
his custody to the Tribal and General Councils at regular meetings and at such other 
times as requested by either Council; 

c. Have the books and records of the Tribe audited annually by a 
competent independent auditor employed by the Tribal Council; 

d. Se present at ail meetings of the Tribal Council and General Council 
unless prevented from doing so by illness or circumstances beyond his control; 

e. T Provide a surety bond in an amount satisfactory to the Tribal Council. 

The cost of the surety bond shall be paid by the Tribe; 

f. Ensure that all checks, vouchers, and purchases drawn on Tribal funds 
are signed and approved by at least two officers or designated check-signers of the 
Tribe under a written procedure approved and adopted by the Tribal Council. 

g» Prepare or cause to be prepared any required tax returns and reports. 

Section 5. Other Tribal Council Members 

Other Tribal Council members shall be present at all meetings of the Tribal 
and . General Council unless prevented by illness or circumstances beyond their 
control. 

Section 6. Appointed Officers £r Committees 

The duties of all appointed officers or committees shall be clearly defined by 
the Tribal Council in the enactment by which such officers or committees are 
appointed. They shall report on their activities and decisions as the Tribal Council 
directs and such actions and decisions shall be subject to the review and approval 
of the Tribal Council. This section does not appiy to the Election Board. 


1 1 


Section 7. Oath of Office 


Each Tribal Council member elected or appointed under this Constitution or 
any legislative enactment shall take an oath of office to support and defend the 
Constitution of the Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria. The Chair of the Election 
Board or other Tribal representative will administer the oath. The oath shall be: 

I, , will support and defend 

the Constitution of the Federated Indians of the Graton 
Rancheria; I will impartially carry out the duties of my 
office to the best of my abilities; I wiil promote and 
protect the best interests of the Tribe and the Tribal 
membership under this Constitution. 

Section 8. Attendance at General Council Meetings 

All members of the Tribal Council shall attend all General Council meetings 
and report on those items provided by Section 1 of this Article. Failure of any 
Council "member to attend two consecutive General Council meetings, -except for 
illness, the death of a member of the Tribal Council member's family (including 
spouses, grandparents, parents, uncles, aunts, siblings, first cousins, children or 
grandchildren), or the serious illness of a Council member's family, or -an absence 
approved by the Tribal Council shall be grounds for removal. The removal of a 
Council member under this section shall be decided by a majority vote of the 
members of the General Council attending the meeting, provided that Article 
V I I ( 2 ) ( c ) quorum requirements are met. 

ARTICLE IX: REFERENDUM AND INITIATIVE 
Section 1 . Referendum 

The General Council reserves the power independently to modify any 
legislation, resolution or policy of the Tribe by referendum. Any referendum 
measure shall be presented to the Tribal Council accompanied by a petition signed 
by at least thirty percent (30%) of the registered voters. The decision of a majority 
of the voters voting in the referendum shall be final, provided that at least thirty 
percent (30%) of the registered voters cast ballots. The Tribal Council shall call the 
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referendum within thirty (30) days from the date of receipt of a valid petition. 

Upon receipt of the petition the Secretary shall immediately verify the 
signatures. Upon signature verification, the Tribal Council may enact the proposed 
referendum measure. If the Tribal Council fails to enact the measure within 
fourteen (14) days from the date of receipt of the petition, the Election Board shall 
call a special election for the purpose of allowing the registered voters of the Tribe 
to vote on the referendum measure. The election shall be held within forty-five (4 5) 
days after receipt and verification of the petition by the Secretary. The result of the 
referendum election shall be final, provided that at least thirty percent (30%) of the 
registered voters cast ballots. If the Secretary fails to verify the petition or the 
Elections Board fails to call the election required herein, then, within sixty (60) days 
from the date that the petition was presented to the Tribal Council, there shall be 
a General Council meeting called by the Tribal Chair for the purpose of voting on 
the referendum measure. 

Section 2. Initiative 

The General Council reserves the power independently to propose legislation 
for the Tribe by initiative. Any initiative measure shall be presented to-the Tribal 
Council accompanied by a petition signed by at least thirty percent (30%) of the 
registered voters. Upon receipt of the petition the Secretary shall immediately verify 
the signatures. Upon signature verification, the Tribal Council may enact the 
initiative measure. If the Tribal Council fails to enact the initiative measure within 
fourteen (14) days from the date of receipt of the petition, the Election Board shall 
call a special election for the purpose of allowing the registered voters of the Tribe 
to vote on the initiative measure. The election shall be held within forty-five (45) 
days after the Secretary receives and verifies the petition. The result of the initiative 
election shall be final, provided that at least thirty percent (30%) of the registered 
voters cast ballots. If the Secretory fails to verify the petition or the Election Board 
fails to call the required election then, within sixty (60) days from the date that the 
petition was presented to the Tribal Council, there shall be a General Council 
meeting called by the Tribal Chair for the purpose of voting on the initiative 
measure. 

Section 3. Limitations on initiative and Referendum 

The Tribal Council may decline to cal! a special election on any initiative or 
referendum measure which was rejected by the voters within the twelve (12) month 
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period preceding the submission of the initiative or referendum petition to the 
Tribal Council. No initiative or referendum shall be set for election which would 
void, cancel, abrogate, modify or amend any properly approved contract, 
agreement or compact to which the Tribe is a party. 

Section 4. Secretary Removal 

Failure of the Secretary to fulfill his constitutional obligations with respect to 
initiative and recall petitions, referendum measures or constitutional amendments 
shall be grounds for removal from office. 


ARTICLE X: BILL OF RIGHTS 

Neither the Tribal Council nor the General Council shall exercise any power 
to deprive any person of rights secured by this Constitution or the applicable laws 
of the United States. 25 U.S.C. §§1301-1303. 

ARTICLE XI: SEVERABILITY 

If any provision of this Constitution is declared invalid by a court of 
competent jurisdiction, the invalid provision shall be severed and the remaining 
provisions shall continue in full force and effect. 


ARTICLE XII: AMENDMENT 

Any. proposed amendment to this Constitution shall be presented to the Tribal 
Council accompanied by a petition signed by at least thirty percent (30%) of the 
registered voters. Upon receipt of the petition, the Secretary shall immediately 
verify the signatures. Upon signature verification, the Tribal Council will hold an 
amendment election within forty-five (45) days. The decision of a majority of the 
voters voting in the amendment election shall be final, provided that at least thirty 
percent (30%) of the registered voters cast ballots. If the Secretary fails to verify 
the petition or the Tribal Council fails to call the required amendment election, then 
within sixty (60) days from the date that the petition was presented to the Tribal 
Council, there shall be a General Council meeting called by the Tribal Chair for the 
purpose of voting on the amendment. 
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ARTICLE XIII: RATIFICATION 


This Constitution shall be effective when ratified by a simple majority of the eligible 
voters of the Tribe voting in a ratification election. 

CERTIFICATION 

I. the undersigned, as Secretary of the Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria, certify that 

the Tribe ratified this Constitution on the day of . , 1997, 

consistent with Article XIII by a vote of yes. L no, and ° abs&ining. 
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Date 
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